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thus in the October number there is n “talk on cancer” by Dr. 
W. L. Rodman, of Philadelphia. 

Some of the editorial shortcomings may perhaps be alluded to: 
most notable of all} because appreciable at a glance, is the per¬ 
sistence of Dr, Murphy in using the barbarous phrase "osteitis 
fibrosa cysticus;” this jumble of Latin genders cannot be attributed 
to a mere typographical error, because it is so frequently repeated 
that Dr. Murphy evidently believes it to be correct usage. Another 
editorial shortcoming is failure to correct and revise crudities of 
diction; for example (p. 797): "Again it will be noted how the 
transplanted periosteum remained as a white line for seven months 
after the implantation, and that it was an apparent detriment to 
the production of bone;” (this is clear enough, of course, and 
inculcates an important lesson; but hear what follows): “It was 
finally involuted by bone formed from the periosteal zone helm 
at the nail upward around the new-formed cnllus and outside 
of the transplanted periosteum.” Now, what on earth does all 
this mean? 

Still another editorial shortcoming, rather amusing in its effect’, 
is failure in some instances to harmonize premises with conclusions; 
for instance: Dr. Murphy is operating on a patient .with a healed 
duodenal ulcer, in whose case no positive diagnosis had been 
reached before operation; he finds (p. 820) “a strangulating 
band bxtending completely across the stomach and constricting 
it in the pyloric zone.” He comments: “All the symptoms which 
he has had can now be interpreted. He has bad blood in his stools. 
He has had an ulcer here at some time which caused that con¬ 
striction.” Then, mirabile diclu, Dr. Murphy ndds, a few lines 
further on, “He did not have a single symptom pointing to this 
condition.” Surely only a genius like Dr. Murphy can explain 
all the symptoms by the pathological changes ivhen the patient 
bad not a single symptom which pointed to the pathological changes 
found. 

But, all captious criticism aside, even though Dr. Murphy 
frequently, if unconsciously, contributes to the gaiety of nations 
(these Clinics arc read all over the world), his contributions to 
surgical diagnosis and technique are of more importance, and arc 
always gratefully received by students everywhere. 

A. I\ C. A. 

Collected Papers dy the Staff of St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota, 1912. Pp. 812; 219 
illustrations. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Com¬ 
pany, 1913. 

Tiie Mayo Clinic continues to issue, yearly, a volume replete 
in interest, valuable for reference, and covering increasingly 
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various Adds of surgical activity. Surgery of the alimentary 
tract is gradually being overtaken by that of other departments. 

Most of the papers are concerned less with operative technique 
and the immediate mortality of operation (as was formerly the 
case) than with pathogenesis, diagnosis, and ultimate results. 
Most of the papers, also, are comparatively short, and in the case 
of some of those which appear longest, closer investigation shows 
that most of the bulk is formed by the illustrations, rims, Mac- 
Carty and Blackford contribute a paper of the Involvement 
of Regional Lymphatic Glands in Carcinoma of the ,Stomach, 
based on a study of 200 specimens obtained at operation; 22 pages 
of this article are devoted to diagrams of the position of the infected 
lymph nodes, 5 pages to half-tone illustrations, and only 10 pages 
to text. C. H. Mayo discusses the “Surgery of the Single and 
Horseshoe Kidney” in a paper of 15 pages, of which only a little 
more than linlf is text; there are 9 figures representing the gross 
appearances of specimens, only two or three of which seem of 
real merit. Indeed, it is questionable whether it is ever worth 
while to publish photographic reproduction of more than a very 
few pathological gross specimens, since they often appear merely 
as ink smears even in the best reproductions. 

The volume also contains many important articles which have 
already taken their place in surgical literature, notably those 
dealing with the surgery of the spleen, of the thymus gland, and 
Oil benign and malignant ovarian cysts. At the end are to be found 
a number of papers and addresses on topics of more or less genernl 
interest; and finally a short note on the Laying of the Corner-Stone 
(October 10, 1912) for the new office, laboratory, nnd hbrary 
building i:a process of erection for the Mayo Clinic. Dr. Mayo 
said: “The object of this building is to furnish a permanent house 
wherein scientific investigation enn be made into the cause of the 
diseases which afflict mankind, nnd wherein every effort shall be 
made to cure the sick and the suffering. It is the hope of the 
founders of this building that in its use the high ideals of the medical 
profession will always be maintained. Within its walls all classes 
of people, the poor as well ns the rich, without regard to color 

or creed, shall be cared for without discrimination.” 

A. 1. C. A. 



